
Roger’s 
10 Favorite Places in America

And Why They Made the List

In the U.S. there are 
19,500 “Census Designated” places 

Cities | Towns | Villages 

Have worked in about 10% of them 
Have visited thousands of others in all 50 states



Arizona 
New Mexico 

Texas 
Louisiana 
Alabama 

Mississippi 
Georgia 

Tennessee 
North Carolina 

Ohio 
Wisconsin 
Montana 

Idaho 
Oklahoma 

Iowa 
Minnesota 
Wyoming 

South Dakota 
North Dakota 

Michigan

Brother Roger’s 2021 Traveling COVID-Recovery Show

THE RUNNER-UPS
Other favorites & stiff competition



Jackson, Wyoming
Population: 10,500

Lititz, Pennsylvania
Population: 9,300



St. Augustine, Florida
Population: 14,500

Cambridge, Massachusetts
Population: 116,600



Red Lodge, Montana
Population: 2,200

Asheville, North Carolina
Population: 91,500



Nashville, Indiana
Population: 1,500

McKinney, Texas
Population: 182,000



Population: 7,900
Freeport, Maine

Mackinac Island, Michigan
Population: 1,100



Ketchikan, Alaska
Population: 8,300

Tubac, Arizona
Population: 1,400



Santa Fe, New Mexico
Population: 84,000

Newport, Rhode Island
Population: 24,700



St. Helena, California
Population: 6,100

Sandpoint, Idaho
Population: 8,400



Springdale, Utah
Population: 400

Lynden, Washington
Population: 14,300



Morro Bay, California
Population: 10,600

Fredericksburg, Texas
Population: 11,200



Boulder, Colorado
Population: 106,000

Wickford, Rhode Island
Population: 22,000



Walnut Creek, California
Population: 70,000

TEN OF MY FAVORITE PLACES
City, town, or area
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Homes along Beach Avenue

Cape May
New Jersey

Population: 3,500

Beautiful Victorian beach town



Cape May Harbor



Blue Rose Inn & Restaurant

The Abbey



Washington Street Mall
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The Bourbon Trail
Kentucky







Population: 13,100
Bardstown, Kentucky
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Savannah
Georgia

Savannah riverfront

Population: 145,000

The standard bearer for southern charm

The Fountain in Forsyth Park



Riverfront Promenade

The city is beautiful, pedestrian friendly

The Historic District



City Market area



One of many carriage tours

Live music on Bay Street



Bull Street | City Hall
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Put-In-Bay
South Bass Island, Ohio

















6
The San Juan Islands

 of Washington









The San Juan Islands with Mt. Baker in the background
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Blowing Rock
North Carolina

Population: 1,200  Summer: 4,800

Stunning mountain town | Blue Ridge Parkway





Dozens of quaint shops



Dozens of family-friendly eateries



Broyhill Park in downtown Blowing Rock



The incredible Blue Ridge Parkway



Winter in Blowing Rock
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Cannon Beach
Oregon

Population: 1,500

The upscale romantic beach destination
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Shipshewana
Indiana

Population: 950

Authentic Amish & Mennonite Community 
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Nantucket
Massachusetts

Population: 11,300

Quintessential Cape Cod | Whaling village
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Central Oregon
Bend | Sunriver | Sisters







Sisters, Oregon
Population: 2,600











UP & COMING DESTINATIONS
The next great destinations

Driggs & Victor Idaho
Population: 4,000



Escalante, Utah
Population: 700



Anacortes, Washington
Population: 17,000

El Dorado, Arkansas
Population: 18,000



Ashland, Kentucky
Population: 20,500

Population: 2,300
Helper, Utah



Population: 6,800
Selma, North Carolina

The Ingredients to becoming an outstanding destination
• A beautiful downtown (facades and curbside) 
• Nice ambiance (an intimate setting) 
• Supporting amenities (parking, restrooms, visitor info) 
• A picturesque setting 
• Good business mix (critical for tourism spending) 
• Pedestrian-friendly downtown (about people, not cars) 
• Cultural depth 
• All-weather destination



What places top your list? 
We would LOVE to hear from you! 

Team@DestinationDevelopment.org

August September October

November December January ‘22

The 2021 
webinar 

lineup



YOUR TOWN
The 25 Immutable Rules 

of Successful Tourism

Roger A. Brooks & Maury Forman

AN AMAZING DESTINATION

Totally re-written and updated 

Available on amazon.com 
Print edition: $39.95 
Ebook edition: $9.99

www.DestinationDevelopment.org

linkedin.com/in/rogerbrooksintl

@Roger_Brooks

facebook.com/RogerBrooksIntl/

Join usRoger_Brooks_Intl

Here’s to YOU getting on this list!


